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Subject Area: ELA
Grade Level: 11th-12th
Unit Title: The Romantics
Lesson Title: The Byronic Hero
Overview In this lesson, students access their own knowledge of characters from a variety of texts to make comparisons between the familiar concepts of hero and villain and the new concept of the Byronic hero, a term coined from Lord Byron and his writings in the 19th century. The class will go over a Venn Diagram using Edward Cullen as an example. Students then do a book cover as homework to extend their understanding of this complex and compelling character type. 
Connection to the Curriculum Social Studies/History, Media, Art
Connection to Standards
Subject: Language Arts
Grade(s): 11th-12th (beginning of year)
Standard: W.11-12.2(b) – Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
NCTE/IRA NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.

Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of content across the curriculum.

Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 

Time 50 minutes
Materials/Equipment Required: Markers, Venn Diagram, Handout of Byronic Heroes, Overhead Projector, 
Objectives 
Students will

· develop an understanding of the term Byronic hero, making comparisons between the traditional hero and the villain to see the characteristics that make up the Byronic hero.

· discuss several texts that feature a character who can be considered a Byronic hero.

· expand their understanding of the characteristics of the Byronic hero through a book cover project.
Suggested Procedure Opening (10m), Development (15m), Closing (10m), Student Assessment (5m) give instructions on Book Cover homework, Closing (5m), Extending the lesson (5m) inform the class of a text to be discussed next period involving a Byronic Hero
Opening Students together as a class first list heroes and villains with which they are familiar and discuss any examples that may blur the lines between the two. 

Development: On an Overhead projector or an ELMO/Prometheus Board, using Stephenie Meyer's Twilight and the character Edward Cullen, students identify the characteristics of the Byronic hero in a Venn diagram and diagram other characters with these traits.  Elicit from students traits or specific examples of behaviors or attitudes that help classify the character as a Byronic hero. Then ask students who are most familiar with the book and/or movie to discuss the significance of thinking about the character in this complex way, as neither traditional hero nor villain, but rather something that is in between.
Closing: Go over the Venn Diagram together. Then have copies of the completed Venn Diagram be made and passed out to each student. 
Student Assessment Have students create a book cover depicting a Byronic Hero.
Strategies to Differentiate Instruction Handout for SPED/ELL Learners about different Byronic Heroes in various works of fiction, media, and arts to help with the GO (Venn Diagram) and the Opening Activity, Have students who are Gifted/Talented use a Venn diagram and the Handout of Byronic heroes to compare and contrast the Byronic Hero with another character described in the handout, e.g., Heathcliff from Wuthering Heights
Extending the Lesson This lesson relies heavily on student prior knowledge, so follow up the lesson with the study of a new text that involves a Byronic hero to deepen their understanding of the character type. 
Additional Resources Book Cover Creator  http://www.readwritethink.org
/files/resources/interactives/bookcover/
The Book Cover Creator is designed to allow users to type and illustrate front book covers, front and back covers, and full dust jackets. Students can use the tool to create new covers for books that they read as well as to create covers for books they write individually or as a class. 

	


Examples of the Byronic Hero

Literature

Character Book/Series Author

Artemis Fowl II Artemis Fowl Eoin Colfer

Edward Cullen Twilight Stephenie Meyer

Erik/The Phantom The Phantom of the Opera Gaston Leroux

Grendel Beowulf Anonymous

Heathcliff Wuthering Heights Emily Brontë

Lestat Interview with a Vampire Anne Rice

Lucifer/Satan Paradise Lost John Milton

Mr. Rochester Jane Eyre Charlotte Brontë

Scarlett O’Hara Gone With the Wind Margaret Mitchell

Severus Snape Harry Potter series J. K. Rowling

Tyler Durden/Narrator Fight Club Chuck Palahniuk

Comics or Film

Character Movie/Comic Book

Anakin Skywalker Star Wars series

Angel Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Batman Batman

Captain Jack Sparrow Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy

Eric Draven The Crow

Michael Corleone The Godfather trilogy

Q Star Trek

Spiderman Spiderman

V V is for Vendetta

Wolverine X-Men

Video Games/Film

Character Movie/Comic Book

Lara Croft Tomb Raider

Max Payne Max Payne

Note: This list is in no way exhaustive of the Byronic heroes in fiction, drama, comics,

movies, video games, and other texts. The examples listed are done so for the purpose ofclassroom discussion, and students may not agree with some that are listed due to their villainous characteristics overriding any possible positive or heroic characteristics (e.g.,Anakin Skywalker). This is to be expected, since the Byronic hero is an idea that

complicates the traditional understanding of hero and villain.
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